Manuscripts offer no answer as to what prompted Marx to move from the pursuit of algebra and commercial arithmetic to that of differential calculus. 4 Marx was probably stimulated by more than one interest so that Alcouffe's thesis does no necessarily exclude Marx explicitly stated reason. But there might be yet another reason, a more philosophical one. As will be seen below, Marx's critique of differential calculus and the development of his own method of differentiation focus on the ontological nature of the infinitesimals.
The thesis of this Appendix is that Marx, in studying differential calculus, was to analyze crises by calculating these ups and downs as irregular curves and I believed (and still believe it would be possible if the material were sufficiently studied) that I might be able to determine mathematically the principal laws governing crises. As I said, Moore thinks it cannot be done at present and I have resolved to give it up for the time being. 
